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“There is only one piece of news that I know, the news that Christ 
dted for all men” —D. T. Niles 


— PREFACE — 


The message of Christ is good news for all men. It is as good 
as God’s love can make it. It is as new as today’s events, for “‘to 
live in a world where Jesus is risen is to live in a world where Jesus 
is at work” (p. 32). The risen Christ is at work through His Body, the 
Church. The Church is at work through all members of that Body. 
Its news is the up-to-the-minute story of what God is now doing 
through Christ and through those who serve as His messengers. 


But how may we know what He is doing? Where does He disclose 
His power? Where may we read the story so that we may report it to 
others? First of all, we must observe the sort of things which Jesus 
Christ has done, both before and after Calvary, as reported by those who 
saw and heard. We must note the content of His message and the 
method of its proclamation. We must listen to the initial commission 
that He gave to His messengers, to His Church. Then, we must look in 
today’s world for the same sort of things. We must note the torments 
of men, and what happens to those torments when men encounter the 
good news as a power that judges and saves. The living Christ brings 
these two things together: the tragic needs of the world and the good 
news of God’s grace. One purpose of the following studies is this: to 
help us to see that this is actually taking place under our very eyes. 


Students who use these outlines are encouraged to follow a very 
simple procedure: 


(1) Read and reread the basic bulletin for the day. Be as expectant 
as when you scan the latest dispatch from a war front. Be as inquisitive 
as commentators who want to ferret out the news behind the news. 


(2) In the examination of the bulletin, explore the leads provided 
by the guestions. These are designed to help you in analyzing the news 
by suggesting the forces that are at work behind the scenes; the secret 
motives and despairs of the actors, the long-term conflicts, the ultimate 
issues that are being settled. Keep the bulletin before you, and scribble 
in the margin all the discoveries that may help you assess the news 
behind the news. This work is essential, so don’t hurry through it. 


(3) The quotes indicate the appraisals and interpretations of an 
expert contemporary newscaster, who has sent his report from the scene 
of battle. These quotes are only fragments of his complete report, so you 
will need to consult that report often. (D. T. Niles, THAT THEY 
MAY HAVE LIFE, New York, 1951 — all direct quotations in this 
pamphlet are from this book). We have given excerpts here so that 
you may check your own appraisals of the significance of the news with 
or against his appraisals. He may have unearthed issues which you 
missed. . 


(4) After you have studied the bulletin and have formed your im- 
pressions of its significance, you will want to test your impressions for 
their relevance. What bearing does this news have on your own situa- 
tion, as one to whom the news is addressed and as one who reports 
and interprets the news? The quiz is designed to meet this need. How 
well have you listened to what God has said? What have you done 
about what God has done? Do you find it true that “Jesus is both God’s 
question and God's answer to man’”’ (p. 50) ? This quiz may be answered 
by the group as a whole, or by each student in his inner sanctuary. If 
the latter, he will change the we to J and the ws to me. 


Two comments may be added for leaders: (1) This is intended as 
Bible study; you will therefore concentrate on the bz/letin and the 
questions. Effective Bible study, however, fuses together the knowledge 
of what God has done with the knowledge of what He is now doing. 
Quotes and guiz are therefore germane to the study. You will need, 
however, to provide a closer correlation between the quotes and the 
bulletin than can be accomplished in these outlines. (2) The studies 
suggested here are so extensive that they cannot be covered in single 
one-hour sessions. It is important that each student read the bulletin and 
explore the guestions for himself before the session. Even after this is 
done, you will need to select only a part of the outline for group con- 
versations — perhaps three questions, two quotes, and one part of the 
quiz. Choose those parts of the outline which you consider the most 
interesting, the most debatable, and/or the most vital. You should feel 
free to modify or extend the outlines. 


“Obedience is ours to render, success is His to command” (p. 38) 
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“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND” 


Bulletin: Matthew 9:35-10:42 
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Notice the things that Jesus had been doing in city and village 
(9:35,36). Does this summary cover the major phases of His work ? 
If not, what else should be included ? 

Jesus refers to the Lord of the harvest (9:38). Who is this ? What 
harvest is this? Why are laborers needed? Analyze the connections 
between the Lord and the laborers. 

Observe the summary of work assigned to the laborers (10:7,8). 
Compare their assignment with the work being done by Jesus. What 
is the irreducible minimum of their message ? 

Jesus anticipates resistance to their journey. Where will this resist- 
ance be keenest ? What forms does resistance take? Is the evidence 
of the Kingdom's nearness sufhcient to overcome this resistance ? 
The Lord of the harvest assures faithful laborers of compensation. 
Of what does this compensation consist ? Are the rewards adequate 
to arouse strong motive-power among the laborers ? 

In what sense does Jesus accompany His messengers, sharing their 
sufferings and joys? In what sense does He remain absent from 
them ? 
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ienisOspersis ry .© . news: every citizen must know, news every 
citizen must reckon with...” (p. 18) 

“First enlist, and then you will receive orders” (p. 29) 

“Our part in evangelism is . . . nothing more nor less than our 
obedience to His call to follow Him” (p. 12) 

“It is the love of God for others that lays its compulsion on the 
Christian and makes him an evangelist’ (p. 52) 

ia. « the harvest you will reap is the harvest of the seed which I 
have already sown’’ (p. 118) 

‘Power is only for witness. The Holy Spirit gives tert (p. 71) 
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Which sheep today have no shepherd? (cf. Question 2) 

To whom does Jesus want to send us? (cf. Question 3) 

What authority has He given us? (cf. Question 3) 

Do we require more resources or greater compensation than He gave 
to the twelve? (cf. Question 5) 


5. Whom do we fear most? From whom do we wish praise? (cf. 
Question 4) 

6. Do the promises that Jesus gave to the twelve still apply to us? If 
so, do they still elicit motives sufficiently strong to counterbalance 
the sacrifice? (cf. Question 5) 


Il — “HIS NAME... HAS MADE THIS MAN STRONG” 


Bulletin: Acts 3, 4. 


1. Focus attention on the lame man. Did Peter give him what he 

though he needed, or what God had made available? How were 

the zame and faith both essential to the receiving of new strength ? 

Now focus attention on Peter’s message. What had God and Christ 

done previously that made the cure of the lame man possible and 

intelligible? What elements in the message made Peter consider 
it as news? As recent news? As good news? 

3. Sketch an occupational profile of Peter and John, including their 
qualifications, their possessions, their function, and their own in- 
volvement in the news which they were proclaiming. 

4. The story of the lame man did not seem like good news to the 
audiences to whom Peter spoke. Analyze these audience responses. 
Why such a marked degree of misunderstanding and hostility ? 

5. Sketch a corporate profile of the company of believers. What was it 
that united them? What distinguished them from other groups? 
What effect did grace have on the morale of this company ? 
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— Evangelism is the proclamation of an event and an invitation to 
an encounter’ (p. 33) 

—> *, * « the Gospel is Gospel not when it is believed but when it is 
confessed” (p. 85) 

— ". .. the first requisite of the evangelist becomes the experience 
of being caught himself in this working of God’ (p. 54) 

— The Christian community is a group of aliens under the sovereignty 
of another King (p. 62 abr.) 

“To live in a world where Jesus is risen is to live in a werd where 

1 eas is Lord” (p. 28) 

— “Only as we obey the command of Jesus to be his witnesses do we 
learn the significance of his promise .. .”” (p. 72) 
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Do we act as if the Gospel were the most recent and the most im- 
portant news we have heard? (cf. Question 2) 

If not, is it because we do not know the power of the resurrection ? 
Or because we believe that men can be saved through other names ? 
(cf. Question 2) 

To what forms of human disease do we apply ‘‘the name of Jesus’ ? 
Are there forms of paralysis where this name can provide power 
to walk upright? Do we unlike Peter sometimes give men money 
when we should offer God's power? (cf. Question 1) 

The earliest believers saw everywhere signs of God’s activity. Are 
the same signs present in our city and do we just overlook them; 
or are they absent and do fanatics just invent them? (cf. Question 
4) 

Is the movement of grace within our church impeded by our unwill- 
ingness to surrender private possessions? Or do we hesitate to sur- 
render because of the absence of ‘“‘one heart and soul’’ ? 


IiI— “NOW YOU ARE GOD’S PEOPLE” 


Bulletin: I. Peter 1, 2 
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We are God's people, .the writer suggests, because of what God has 
done for us and in us. Underscore in red pencil the verbs that tell 
what He has done. 

We are also God's people because of what Christ has done. Under- 
score in black pencil the verbs that tell of His work. (Under some 
verbs the red and black will meet). What differences have these 
things made in our total situation ? 

We are God’s people because of what God and Christ want to do 
through us as a community. Check the various functions of God's 
people, observing how each privilege is related to a corresponding 
responsibility. 

The daily duties of individuals are outlined in Chapter 2. How many 
groups of men, and which groups, belong within the sphere of pri- 
mary responsibility? How are the motives of individual action re- 
lated to the basic functions of the community ? 

Many metaphors are used to describe the character of the Church. 
Choose several of these and explore the implications of each meta- 


phor regarding: God's work, Christ’s work, the Church’s work, and 
the individual’s work. 
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-— ‘“The Church is holy because it is the instrument of God’s mission 
to the world . . . Let a Church cease to be missionary and it ceases 
to be holy...” (p. 75) 


— ‘We cannot commend the Gospel to our contemporaries unless we 
can enter into their frustration and their expectation; and then 
address the Gospel to ourselves as we stand in their situation” (pp. 
85-86) 

— ‘Witnesses [are men} who dare to quote themselves as part of the 
evidence of what God has wrought” (p. 118) 


— “. , . Christian evangelism involves every activity in which Chris- 
tians are engaged’”’ (p. 59) 


— “When the Christian laymen are able to make their day-to-day work 
Christian work, then will happen the greatest revolution of our 
time’ (p. 60) 

— ‘Where the Christian is . . . there is the frontier of the Gospel 
ree Rag) 
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1. To what extent does my church actually consider itself a missionary 
church, with each member having a necessary place in that mis- 
sion? (cf. Question 3) 

2. Are we inwardly afraid of becoming a holy and sanctified people? 


If so, why? Is it the holiness of Jesus which we shun, or the fake 
holiness of a hypocritical church? (cf. Question 1, 2) 


3. How precious to us is our place among God’s people, as measured 
by other values? Is it more precious than gold? Than professional 
success? Than social honor? Than national victory in war? (cf. 
Question 2) 


4. To what extent do we treat our everyday companions, our family 
and business associates, as persons through whom God speaks to 
us, and as persons to whom God has given us a message to deliver ? 
Do we rate the work of a foreign missionary as potentially more 
evangelistic than the work of a Christian business man? (cf. Ques- 
tion 4) 

5. According to this passage, every believer must follow in the steps 
of Jesus. To what extent is this true? To what extent does follow- 
ing inevitably involve suffering ? 


IV — “THE SAME LORD IS LORD OF ALL” 


Bulletin: Romans 9-11 
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In the tenth chapter (vs. 12) Paul makes an extremely radical asser- 
tion: “There is no distinction . . .’ What basis did the work of 
Christ provide for supporting that statement ? What experiences led 
Paul to such a position ? 


In the eleventh chapter (vs. 32) is another astounding conclusion. 
Did Paul really mean that all men are guilty of disobedience and that 
all men will receive God’s mercy ? Is such an attitude implicit in the 
Gospel, or had Paul added an idea of his own? 


In the eleventh chapter is the important analogy of the olive tree. 
Many have found this to be applicable to world history, an accurate 
account of the strategy God follows in reconciling the whole world. 
Note how Paul relates men’s rejection of the Gospel to their ulti- 
mate salvation through the Gospel. 


Often Christians refer to 10:5-17 as the best analysis of the con- 
nection between conversion and preaching. Note that the saving 
word is nearer to men than they suppose, and yet the work of the 
messenger is also more important than they suppose. 


Paul stands among the greatest Christian missionaries. This bulletin 
discloses many of his motives. It also underscores his confidence in 


‘the success of the mission. Find these motives and the source of his 


confidence. 
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— The Gospel “. . . is God’s address to creation as a whole, His action 


to bring to creation its harmony” (p. 57) 


“Witnesses [are men] who are able to discern the doings of God 
in a world where the doings of men are so obtrusive’ (p. 118) 


“For the Christian witness recognizes no barrier and allows no par- 
tiality” (p. 119) 


“If I do not preach the Gospel, I shall myself perish without ex- 
periencing the power of the Gospel now’ ” (p. 85) 


— There is no other way to carry out the commission than to become 


all things to all men (p. 85 ar.) 
“God's glory is the end of evangelism...” (p. 82) 
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Do we draw distinctions which Paul asserted were terminated by 
Christ? (cf. Question 1) What would happen if American Chris- 
tians abolished the distinction between communist and capitalist, 
between Catholic and Protestant, between black and white and 
yellow ? 

Are we as ready as Paul to class ourselves among those who have 
been disobedient, and to class our antagonists among those on whom 
God will have mercy? (cf. Question 2) If not, is this a sign that 
we have not yet understood the news? 

Can Paul's analogy of the olive tree (cf. Question 3) be applied to 
Christian churches of today? Are branches still being cut out and 
grafted in? If so, who are the Gentiles today, and what strategy 
is God using to graft them in? 

Is our anguish over apostasy among God's people as deep as Paul’s ? 
Do we have the faith which Paul had that God would overcome 
this very apostasy ? In what ways may our attitude toward disbeliev- 
ing Christians be analogous to Paul’s treatment of the Pharisees ? 
Our motives in supporting Christian missions may often be closer 
to those of the Pharisees than to those of Paul. How can we dis- 
tinguish between religious imperialism and the service of Christ ? 
(cf. Question 5) 

In proclaiming the truth of the Gospel to others, do we consider 
ourselves as superior to those to whom we speak? Does our work 
become the center of our world, or does God's work become the 
center of that new world which He is now creating ? 


V — “I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD” 


Bulletin: John 15-17 
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World and witnesses are two key words here (15:18-16:15). What 
is the world, and why does it hate the witnesses? What do the wit- 
nesses do in the world and for it? How does the Spirit of Truth 
meet the needs of both world and witnesses ? 

In 16:16-33, Jesus predicts for His disciples sorrow and joy, alone- 
ness and fellowship, tribulation and victory. What do these terms 
mean? In what does victory consist, and why is it certain? 

The relation of Jesus to His disciples is indicated by the word 
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abide (15:1-17). What does this word convey concerning the 
source of strength, the character of the motives, and the permanence 
of the results of the disciples’ work ? 


4. In Jesus's prayer (Ch. 17) there is a recurring theme of coming 
from God and going to God. Study the passages where this theme 
is clearest. What things come from God to Christ to the disciples 
to the world? What things move from the world to the disciples to 
Christ to God? What is the glory of which Jesus speaks ? 


guote 


— “Only faith can teach the Christian not to underestimate the adver- 
sary, Only faith can teach the Christian not to underestimate the 
victory’ (pp. 24-25) 

— “The world needs every form of Christian activity, but no Christian 
activity can take the place of Christ himself” (p. 64) 


— “Man's discovery of God depends on his discovery of Jesus... 


(p. 50) 
— “The life of the Church comes by union with Christ...” (p. 70) 


— “. .. unless I partake in its {the Gospel’s} outreach I do not 
partake in it at all” (p. 52) 


— ‘The Gospel is a call to a battle whose final victory is already won” 


(p. 21) 
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1. Jesus has overcome the world. Yes, but that victory often seems 
unreal and sentimental. Why? Is it perhaps because we do not 
understand what is the world which He overcame. Is it because 
we are not fighting against the same enemy? (cf. Question 1) 


2. To what degree is the relation between us and Jesus the same as 
those between the first disciples and their lord ? Does the dependence 
of the branch on the vine still exist? Is the interaction of suffering 
and joy still a mark of discipleship? (cf. Questions 2, 3) 

3. Jesus assured His followers that as friends they would know what 
God was doing in the world. To what extent do we know that? 
How has our study together deepened our knowledge ? 

4. Jesus taught that God prunes every fruitful branch in order that it 
might be more productive. How does that pruning process work 
today? In what ways has it been operating this week in our com- 
mon work and worship ? 

5. Jesus prayed for His disciples, and told God that He was glorified 
in them. What is the burden of His prayer for us? How is His 
love and His victory and His joy fulfilled in us? (cf. Question 4) 
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